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Data Dissemination and Training

• Bring our data experts to you.
Request a free data training for your organization.

• Receive our Data Gems.
These short “how-to” videos are an easy and quick way 
to increase your knowledge of Census data. Get them in 
your inbox! 

• Get access to our Courses.
You will learn-at-your-own-pace with these video-
tutorials designed for different skill levels.  

• Interact with our instructors via Webinars.
Learn about our data releases and tools while attending  
these live virtual classes. 

Census.gov/Academy

Contact us:
Census.askdata@census.gov

1-844-ASK-DATA

Share your ideas and feedback at 
census.academy@census.gov
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mailto:census.askdata@census.gov
https://www.census.gov/data/academy/data-gems.html
https://www.census.gov/data/academy/courses.html
https://www.census.gov/data/academy/webinars/upcoming.html


Outline

Replace with 
your photo

✓ History of the ACS and the  
Decennial Census

✓ Topics
✓ Data Collection
✓ Data Sets and Releases
✓ Geography
✓ Data.census.gov
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• Social Characteristics

    (DP02)

• Educational Attainment

• Marital Status

• Fertility

• Grandparents/Caregivers

• Veterans

• Disability

• Place of Birth 

• Citizenship Status

• Language

• Ancestry/Tribal

• School Enrollment

• Degree

▪ Economic Characteristics

    (DP03)

▪ Income & Earnings

▪ Class of Worker

▪ Employment Status

▪ Occupation

▪ Industry

▪ Commute

▪ Place of Work

▪ Health Insurance

▪ Food stamps/SNAP

▪ Housing Characteristics

    (DP04)

▪ Tenure

▪ Occupancy & Structure

▪ Housing Value

▪ Taxes & Insurance

▪ Utilities

▪ Mortgage/Monthly Rent

▪ Year Structure Built

▪ Year Householder moved 

▪ Vehicles

▪ Monthly costs
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The American Community Survey
Availability of ACS Data Products

Estimated Population of 
Geographic Area

2022 1-Year Estimates
2022 1-Year Supplemental 

Estimates 2018-2022 5-Year Estimates

65,000 or more X X X

20,000 to 64,999 X X

Less than 20,000 X

Release Date September 14, 2023 October 19, 2023 December 7, 2023



Overview of Census Geography

Two main types of Census 
geography:

• Legal or Administrative

• Statistical
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Basics of Legal or Administrative Geography

• Governing body

• Boundaries change at the will of 
the governing body

• New geographies can be formed 
by a new incorporation
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Examples of Legal or Administrative Geography

• States

• American Indian Reservations

• Counties

• Places

• Congressional Districts

• School Districts

• Voting Districts
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Basics of Statistical Geography

• No gaps and no overlaps

• Boundaries are created and 
maintained by the U.S. Census 
Bureau

• Are created and updated only 
for statistical purposes

• The U.S. Census Bureau is the 
geographical data steward for 
the U.S. Government
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Examples of Statistical Geography

• Census Tract

• Census Block Group

• Census Block

• PUMS

12



Census Tracts
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Block Groups
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Country

State County Tract Block 
Group

Block



State within the Country

State County Tract Block 
Group

Block



State

State County Tract Block 
Group

Block

48



County within the State

State County Tract Block 
Group

Block

48



County

State County Tract Block 
Group

Block

48 453



Tract within the County

State County Tract Block 
Group

Block

48 453



Tract

State County Tract Block 
Group

Block

48 453 036000



Block Group within the Tract

State County Tract Block 
Group

Block

48 453 036000



Block Group

State County Tract Block 
Group

Block

48 453 036000 1



Block within the Block Group

State County Tract Block 
Group

Block

48 453 036000 1



Block

State County Tract Block 
Group

Block

48 453 036000 1 1006



Block

State County Tract Block 
Group

Block

48 453 036000 1 1006



Country

State County Tract Block 
Group

Block



State within the Country

State County Tract Block 
Group

Block



State

State County Tract Block 
Group

Block

48



County within the State

State County Tract Block 
Group

Block

48



County

State County Tract Block 
Group

Block

48 439



Tract within the County

State County Tract Block 
Group

Block

48 439



Tract

State County Tract Block 
Group

Block

48 439 001017



Block Group within the Tract

State County Tract Block 
Group

Block

48 439 001017



Block Group

State County Tract Block 
Group

Block

48 439 001017 2



Block within a Block Group

State County Tract Block 
Group

Block

48 439 001017 2



Block

State County Tract Block 
Group

Block

48 439 001017 2 2036



Block

State County Tract Block 
Group

Block

48 439 001017 2 2036



Live Demonstration:
Data.census.gov



Lacey Loftin

U.S. Census Bureau

Data Dissemination and Training Branch

Lacey.e.loftin@census.gov

Census.askdata@census.gov

1844-ASKDATA

@uscensusbureau

Subscribe: Census.gov/academy

Get in Touch with Us



THANK 
YOU
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